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A Word from the Director

Friends, welcome to this special evening with the Oklahoma
International Dance Festival. Each summer, I am reminded how
extraordinary it is to gather dancers, choreographers, and audiences
who believe in the power of movement to transform and connect.
What begins as individual artists arriving from near and far quickly
becomes something greater—a community built on curiosity,
dedication, and the joy of sharing dance.

What you will experience tonight is more than a performance—it is
a conversation without words, one that invites you to witness, to
wonder, and to feel. These fleeting moments of movement are
shaped not just by the artists onstage, but by you, the audience,
whose presence breathes life into every step. In this space, we meet
each other beyond language, celebrating our shared humanity
through art.

This evening, we honor not only the dancers and their incredible
work but also the vision and generosity that make nights like this
possible. The steadfast support of the Kirkpatrick Foundation, the
Oklahoma Arts Council, and many dedicated donors allows this
festival to thrive, bringing world-class training and performance to
our community year after year.

From all of us at OIDF, thank you for being here, for championing
the arts, and for believing in the magic we can create together. May
tonight’s performance leave you inspired, moved, and reminded of
how dance can connect us all.

— Austin Hartel, Artistic Director




About The Oklahoma International
Dance Festival

The Oklahoma International Dance Festival (OIDF) is a summer dance
intensive dedicated to offering exceptional training and performance
opportunities to dancers from around the world. Guided by a mission to
make world-class dance education accessible to all, OIDF cultivates a
vibrant, inclusive community where dancers grow artistically, technically,
and personally.

Held annually in Oklahoma City, OIDF welcomes dancers ages 15 and up
to a transformative experience that blends rigorous instruction with artistic
discovery. The curriculum spans Ballet, Modern, Jazz, and West African
dance, led by an internationally acclaimed faculty that includes Karen
Bethel, Vincent Gros, Ayinde Hurrey, Raffaele Irace, Alba Nadal, and
Kevin O’Day. These distinguished artists and educators bring deep
expertise and a passion for mentorship, offering students personalized
guidance and high-level training.

OIDF is more than a dance program—it’s a creative home where
excellence and inclusivity go hand in hand. Our robust scholarship
initiative helps remove financial barriers, ensuring that talented dancers
from all backgrounds have the opportunity to learn, grow, and thrive.

Throughout the festival, dancers participate in multiple performance
opportunities, including a Choreography Showcase and a Closing
Performance. These events celebrate the talent, dedication, and artistic
voice of each dancer, while also connecting them with broader audiences.
Our work is strengthened by partnerships with organizations such as
Oklahoma Contemporary, Allied Arts, the Oklahoma Arts Council, and
the Kirkpatrick Foundation, allowing OIDF to expand its reach and enrich
the cultural landscape of Oklahoma and beyond.

Join us at OIDF—where passion, purpose, and possibility move together.



Oklahoma International Dance

Karen Boyd Bethel (USA) A former Radio City Rockette,
Karen Boyd Bethel is a dynamic and multifaceted movement
artist whose work bridges the worlds of concert dance, musical
theatre, and theatrical intimacy. She holds an MFA in Modern
Dance from the University of Oklahoma and a BPA in Dance
Performance from Oklahoma City University, and she brings
decades of professional performance and choreographic
experience to the studio. In addition to her choreography for
regional and collegiate musical productions, Karen is a
certified intimacy choreographer with a strong focus on
communication and consent in movement creation. Her classes
at OIDF challenge dancers to tell powerful stories with
precision, musicality, and expressive range, nurturing
versatility and confidence across disciplines.

Vincent Gros (France/Spain) Vincent Gros brings a wealth of
international experience and artistic refinement to OIDF. A
finalist at the Prix de Lausanne and a graduate of The Royal
Ballet School in London, he has performed as a soloist and
principal dancer with companies including Leipzig Ballet,
Ballet du Capitole de Toulouse, Ballet Madrid, and Cape Town
City Ballet, interpreting both iconic classical roles and
contemporary works by choreographers such as George
Balanchine, Jiri Kylidn, John Cranko, and Nacho Duato.
Currently the Ballet Master of Ballet de Catalunya, Gros is also
an acclaimed teacher and choreographer. At OIDF, his classes
emphasize strength, alignment, and artistry, and he is deeply
committed to helping dancers find confidence and clarity in
both classical and contemporary technique.

Ayinde Hurrey (USA) A powerful cultural educator and
performer, Ayinde Hurrey brings the vibrant rhythms and spirit
of West African dance and drumming to the OIDF experience.
A graduate of North Carolina Central University and the
University of Florida’s MFA Acting program, Ayinde is also
the founder of Hurrey-UP Consulting & Performing Arts, a

company focused on cultural awareness and arts education

/ 2 through performance, residencies, and workshops. His rich
background in African diasporic traditions, theater, and
percussion creates an immersive and celebratory classroom
experience. At OIDF, he inspires dancers to connect with
rhythm, heritage, and ensemble energy through movement and

music.













































